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SUB J : SUEZ SHIP "FREEZE" 

REF: STATE 042260 (NOTAL) CAIRO 2216 

POLISH CONSUL ALEXANDRIA, WHOSE RESPONSIBILITYES INCLUDE 
EXTRICATION OF TWO POLISH SHIPS STRANDED IN SUEZ CANAL 
SINCE JUNE 1967 WAR, TOLD CONGENOFF 10 MARCH THAT GOE 
CONTINUING HOLD ALL TRAPPED SHIPS "FOR POLITICAL REASONS". 

HE SAID CANAL AUTHORITIES HAVE GIVEN HIM WORD PERIODICALLY 
SINCE DECEMBER 1974 THAT SHIPS COULD MOVE "IN COUPLE 
OF WEEKS". IN POLE'S VIEW, NEITHER HIS NOR ANY OTHER VESSELS 
AFFECTED WILL BE PERMITTED DEPART SUEZ UNTIL AND UNLESS 
GOE DECIDED TO OPEN CANAL TO GENERAL SHIPPING. SIGNED CHASE. 
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